JOANNA DEGENERES

B Over 40 years after her last
appearance as ONE LIFE
TO LIVE’s Samantha, Julia
Montgomery will make her day-
time comeback as Tanya on Y&R.
“You can say I have purposely
not done soaps, and although I
worked a lot since ONE LIFE,
at one point, I completely left the |gf
business to have my kids,” the
actress explains. “My last job was
[1994’s] REVENGE OF THE NERDS IV
and now I’'min the middle of a divorce and my
kids are grown, so I'm totally ready to get into
the full swing of acting again.”

Montgomery started easing back in with
commercials and TV appearances, but she was
especially thrilled about her new soap gig. “I
had gotten my real estate license a while back,
and this character on Y&R is an L.A. real
estate agent,” she marvels. “In fact, the director
allowed me to change around a few words to
make it a little more realistic. It felt like I had
free rein, which was fun.”

Although it was just a one-day appearance,
Montgomery happily reports, “I had a total
blast. I've been on a lot of sets over the years
but I haven’t been on a soap opera set since
ONE LIFE and there was something really
special about it.”

The actress has mixed feelings about her
time in Llanview. “Of course, they were

were at GH. She’s just a rock ;
star! It’s been an utter pleasure |
to share the screen with her |
and I wish her nothing but con- |
tinued success and happiness
with everything she does.”
“Sprina” will have a next
act, as the role of Trina has
been recast with Tabyana Al,
who will make her debut later
this month. Notes Chavez,
“Sydney brought something
amazing to the role and is -

| JULIA MONTGOMERY HE[IIHNS T0 DAYTIME

long days, but s had a ton of
fun rehearsing,” she recalls. “T
was in that group with Judith
Light [ex-Karen], Brynn Thayer
[ex-Jenny], Gerald Anthony
[ex-Marco/Mario] and Jameson
Parker [ex-Brad] and we would
have so much fun rehearsing.
However, Phil Carey [ex-Asa]
never worked on scenes and he
always used the teleprompter.
That’s one of the reasons why I left ONE
LIFE. I was so bored toward the end because
all of my scenes were with Phil. They just
loved the storyline between Asa and Sam, but
working with Phil was sort of maddening. |
would’ve probably added on another year to
my contract if they hadn’t put me with him all
of the time.”

Montgomery used her experience with
Carey to help shape the cast of the 1982 flick
Tootsie. “I was just off the soap when I was
interviewed by Dustin Hoffman three or four
different times to talk about what it was like
to be on a soap,” she shares. “Through talk-
ing with me, they based the doctor character,
who was always reading the teleprompter in
Tootsie, on Phil [laughs].”

Now that she’s found her daytime footing
again, Montgomery admits, “I would defi-
nitely come back. I loved working there, and
Genoa City could use a good real estate agent.”

truly unique — but as a recast i welcome Tabyana Ali and see
myself I know that when | what she’ll do with the role of
you’re coming into this, you ' Trina.”

try so hard to make thmgs
work. I think the new Trina | recast news online and Ali
is going to knock everyone’s ' was bombarded with well-
socks off. She’s an incredibly 1 wishes from GH fans online,
talented actress, a very friend- : she tweeted, “I'm so grate-
ly person, and I think the fans ! ful to have this opportunity!
are going to be really excited ! Thank y’all for the warm wel-
to see the progression of the | coming I'm so happy to be
‘Sprina’ storyline.”
! Valentini, “We're excited to - #GeneralHospital.”

After Digest broke the

Echoed ' in this position #gh #trina
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